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EuroRegionalMap - data 

content 

• administrative boundaries (BND)

• water network (HYDRO)

• transport network (TRANS)

• settlement theme (POP)

• vegetation and soils theme (VEG)

• named locations (NAME)

• miscellaneous theme (MISC)
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Regional Gazetteer

• NMCAs provide standardized toponyms 

in the respective national language(s) 

for their territory of authority > 

endonyms

• Supplemented toponyms

– names from outside

– names in non-official languages

> well established exonyms and other 

variant names
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Sources for exonyms

• Languages with an language authority 

(names commission) providing 

approved lists of exonyms

• Lists and reviews provided by experts 

but not "approved"

• other less reliable sources
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Specific problems

2. Non-Roman script

3. languages with no standardised data

4. Baltic languages

6. no responses available
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2. Non-Roman script

• Bulgarian – Tansliteration Act 2009

• Greek – ELOT 743

• Macedonian 
- system employed in official gazetteers and maps

• Serbian
- system employed in official gazetteers and maps

• Georgian – national (approved) system
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Sevilla 

> (bul)

• Севѝля

• Севийя
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Frankfurt am 

Main > (gre)

• Φρανκφούρτη

• Φραγκφούρτη



3. Missing "standardized" 

sources

• Romansh

• Frisian

• Welsh

• Danish

• English

• Bulgarian

• Irish

• Scottish Gaelic

• Romanian

• Swedish

• Italian

• Icelandic
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4. Baltic languages

• Latvian

– Lielais pasaules atlants (Big World Atlas)

• Lithuanian

– Valstybinė lietuvių kalbos komisija

Pasaulio Vietovardžiai

Examples:

- Brussel/Bruxelles > Brisele (lav), Briuselis

(lit)

- Charleroi > Šarlruā (lav), Šarlerua (lit)
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http://pasaulio-vardai.vlkk.lt/salys/


6. No responses available

• Faroese

• Romanian

• Galician

• Bulgarian

• Greek

• Macedonian

• Serbian
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Importance of expert 

knowledge

Examples for

• unsufficient information on exonyms 

and

• incorrect or even misuse of exonyms
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geonames.org

• www.geonames.org

 search Braunschweig

 Brunswick - Germany

 Braunschweig – Südafrika et al.

 alternate names

 three entries without language (Brunswyck

???)

 endonym ???

 English "Brunswick"  ???
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http://www.geonames.org/


17-Oct-18Stani-Fertl –EuroRegionalMap, OpenELS Regional Gazetteer, and 

Exonyms 

14



17-Oct-18Stani-Fertl – EuroRegionalMap, OpenELS Regional Gazetteer, and 

Exonyms 

15





Riva del Garda

Examples for the misuse of 

exonyms
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https://www.google.at/maps/@47.4933971,9.7340048,15z


Thank you for your attention!

Roman Stani-Fertl 

(Kritzendorf, Austria)

roman.stani-fertl@univie.ac.at

Tel. +436641349857



Encarta 

Encyclopedia

17-Oct-1819

Einträge, voreingestellt 

=  „entries preset“ > names in the

language of publication

Einträge, in Landessprachen

=„ entries in the

national languages“
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Encarta Weltatlas
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Encarta Weltatlas
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„International Editions“

• Speakers of many

different mother

tounges

• Language of

publication

• International only in the

sense of marketing
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Level of Familiarity

• flixbus.com

17-Oct-18Stani-Fertl –EuroRegionalMap, OpenELS Regional Gazetteer, and Exonyms 24

https://www.flixbus.ch/busverbindung?wt_eid=2153718781890336926&wt_t=1537276197479&_ga=2.9174837.1073704092.1537276157-640243911.1537187820
https://www.flixbus.co.uk/bus-routes
https://www.flixbus.co.uk/bus-routes


1. Constricted lists – thematically 

or regionally 
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Exonyms and other variant 

toponyms

at least for

• cities with more than 100,000 

inhabitants

• administrative centre of statistical units 

of the European level NUTS 2
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(OpenELS)

https://openels.eu/
https://openels.eu/


Curiosities
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EuroRegional Map
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https://eurogeographics.org/products-and-services/euroregionalmap/
https://eurogeographics.org/products-and-services/euroregionalmap/


State of art of the work
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Mentionalbe interim results

Cities with a wide range of 

exonyms

• Kraków, Milano, Munich, 

Edinburgh, Marseille, ... 

Settlements with exonyms 

in neighbouring  

languages

• Videm [slv] for Udine IT; 

Glatz [ger], Kladsko [cze] 

for Kłodzko PL; ...

17-Oct-18Stani-Fertl –EuroRegionalMap, OpenELS Regional Gazetteer, and

Exonyms 

31


